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Pastor’s call for  
Codman Square
‘emergency’ gets 
mixed reviews

2006: Looking Back at a year of transition

Painter Lucilda Dassardo-Cooper of Dorchester s reacts as she unveils the 2007 First Night Bos-
ton button in Boston last month. The button, whose design was inspired by Dassardo-Cooper’s 
artwork, is the ticket for admission to performances and exhibits throughout Boston on Dec. 
31. For more on local people’s role in the festivities, see page 6.(AP Photo/Elise Amendola)

By Dave Benoit
Special to the Reporter
In a large room with lino-

leum floors and large round 
tables about a dozen or so 
people are gathered for their 
morning coffee the day after 
Christmas. They are relatively 
quiet; one says they are all 
worn out from the holidays, 
not unlike most people. The 
group boasts a computer 
engineer and a former MBTA 
bus driver, college educated 
adults, all people that just 
want to hear what the morning 
paper carries for the news. 
But it’s not an office coffee, or 
a Starbucks Café, that they 
sit in. These people are all in 

For holidays, or any day, a home 
for those who need it most

By Patrick McGroarty 
News Editor

A little graffiti probably 
isn’t something that would 
normally turn heads in most 
Dorchester neighborhoods, 
even if the graffiti were par-
ticularly well conceived. But 
combining street art with big-
pane storefront windows that 
show off high-end women’s 
fashion makes for a more alien 
arrival on the Washington St. 
streetscape.

“They’ve actually seen 
people get in near accidents 
because drivers are looking 
at their storefront, and are 
so impressed by this build-
ing,” said Shelly Goehring, 
executive director of Four 
Corners Area Main Street. 
The neck-bending store she 
refers to is MOD Boston, a 
women’s fashion shop that 

By Patrick McGroarty
News Editor

The city’s murder rate has 
crept to within two deaths of 
last year’s decade-high total 
of 75 homicides, a fact that 
is frustrating a wide range 
of Bostonians. From police 
who have weathered criticism 
for low staffing and poor 
organization to city officials 
who have pledged to develop 
new strategies and programs 
to combat the problem to 
community activists, there is 
no shortage of people fed up 
with the sounds of gunfire in 
their neighborhoods. 

Many of those murders have 
been in the neighborhoods of 
Dorchester and Mattapan, 
and the streets near Cod-
man Square have not been 
exempted. Most notably, a 
house party ended in gunfire 
and the murder of a young man 
over Thanksgiving weekend in 
a home off of Norfolk Street. 

In an apparent response to 
that and several other violent 
incidents in the neighborhood, 
Pastor Bruce Wall of the 
Global Ministries Christian 
Church has called for a “State 
of Emergency” in the 10-block 
radius around his Washington 
Street church, an attempt, he 
says, to connect the police, 
elected officials, and local 
organizations who have the 
power to confront the culture 
of violence that he perceives 
in the neighborhood where 
he works (Wall lives in Hyde 
Park).

His method has been an 
e-mail blitzkrieg of press 
releases and statements, 
in which he has drawn at-
tention to meetings he has 

A new-look 
store adds 
flavor to 
Four Corners 

Pastor Bruce Wall

(Continued on page 3)

Change: It was the watch-word of 2006.
In Dorchester, the political topography continued its landslide routine, as Deval 

Patrick and his grassroots organization wrote a new chapter in local political lore.  
Here and across the nation, young casualties of a far-off war returned to a nation 
that embraced them and their service, but, increasingly, not the president who 
gave them their orders.

The landscape changed in other dramatic ways too: Ashmont MBTA station 
succumbed to the wrecking ball with suprising speed, making way for a new 
state-of-the-art station; bulldozers cleared lots for a new $100 million dollar 
community center along Dudley Street; new parks sprang from the riverbanks of 
the Neponset; and, atop Meetinghouse Hill, the First Parish steeple swung to the 
ground for repairs, leaving the neighborhood’s skyline with a noticeable void.

Change came to the Boston Police department as well, with the abrupt departure 
of a police commissioner along with two young police captains. One thing that didn’t 
change: The obscenity of gunfire laid down a frightening baseline throughout the 
year, holding back the rise of an otherwise upbeat city and neighborhood.

 
A full retrospective on the year gone by begins on page 8.

Deval Patrick in Adams Corner on 
the eve of his primary win.
Photo by Harry Brett

Sgt. Brian Fountaine, wounded in 
Iraq, greeted President George Bush 
at his hospital bedside in August.

Galeen Jones (left) and Barbara Keating participate in a B.Fit! 
outpatient wellness program at The Boston Home.
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Prices effective all month long 12/29/06 - 1/25/07

Prices Effective in Shaw’s Markets in Dorchester, Morrissey Blvd., Hyde Park, Lynn: State St. and Revere

See Stores for Additional Monthly Savings!

Frozen
Chicken Leg
Quarters
Bone-In, 10 lb. 299 Shaw’s marketfresh

Classic Iceberg
Salad Blend
16 oz.

Shaw’s
Shredded
Cheese
32 oz. 699 Shaw’s

American
Cheese Singles
16 oz. 299

Goya
Canilla Rice
20 lb. 599 Goya

Malta
10-pack, 70 oz.

2/$5

All Prices effective
with the Card.MANAGER’S

SPECIALS
HOT WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Prices Effective 12/29/06 — 1/4/07

Shaw’s Split
Chicken Breast
Family Pack, Bone-In,
Grade A, Fresh 99¢

lb. 199
lb.

Shaw’s
Ketchup
20-24 oz.

Chef Boyardee
Pasta
7.25-7.5 oz. Microwave Cup
or 14.75-15 oz. Can,
Selected Varieties

Arctic Splash
Drink
128 oz.

Shaw’s
Syrup
24 oz.

Imported
Red Cluster
Tomatoes
On-the-Vine

2/$3

wheelchairs, most of them can’t operate all their own 
limbs. Some need help to drink the coffee. But at 
The Boston Home, their disabilities don’t stop them 
from trying to be everything that a middle aged adult 
can be, and because of the technology and care they 
receive at this Dorchester residency house, many of 
them live lives they couldn’t anywhere else. 

Founded over 125 years ago in a small Brighton 
home, the Boston Home has grown exponentially 
at its location at the intersection of Dorchester 
Avenue and Gallivan Boulevard, and today it serves 
96 middle-aged adults that suffer from multiple 
sclerosis (MS) and similar neurological diseases. 
It is unlike any other home in this section of the 
country, and one of only a few in the nation that 
care for people at an average age of 54. The residents 
– and they make very clear that they are residents, 
not patients – live in a state-of-the-art facility that 
provides health care, physical activity, spiritual 
guidance, and a host of modern activities to keep 
them active and upbeat. 

“We need to keep them intellectually stimulated 
all the times,” says Florence Rawls, the Director of 
Community Development for the home. “We want 
to be able to provide for them the best quality of life 
that is able to lift their spirits.”

TBH is full of modern marvels that help the 
staff of over 200 care for their residents. From 
personally designed motorized wheel chairs for 
each resident that utilizes whatever physical trait 
they can manage, to therapy machines, every detail 
has been covered. Some of the chairs work with a 
pad and touch direction, some work with operation 
from a resident breathing into a tube that operates 
a computer, and others simply bite the tube to go 
somewhere. Each chair is specifically designed for the 
comforts and operational use of exterior functions so 
that no resident is left in a lonely room. The chairs 
are all also equipped with a transmitter system that 
interacts with sensors on the corridor walls to open 
doors throughout the building. And when something 
breaks down the home has a fulltime mechanic on 
site to reduce the time the residents are without 
them, says President and CEO, Marva Serotkin.

“Some of these chairs are almost magical in 
what they can do,” Serotkin said. “Our residents 
have advanced MS. Many of them are paraplegic 

or operational quadriplegics, and there is a wide 
range of abilities, but with these chairs they are 
mobile.”

Serotkin and Rawls both speak about the technol-
ogy and the mechanisms as ways of improving the 
quality of life of their residents and helping them 
live a life with just as much normalcy as they can. 

The residents’ rooms are also designed for easy 
access to everything they could need. An operational 
harness hangs from the ceilings of the rooms to assist 
staff in lifting the residents from their chairs to their 
beds and various other locations throughout the 
home. Showers and sinks and closets are all designed 
for their use. Some rooms even have voice-activated 
systems for moving the bed positions and using 
the televisions or telephones. There isn’t a single 
thing that they have left untouched when it comes 
to finding a way for those without complete motor 
skills to operate. And that includes the most common 
machine of modernity, the computer. 

In the Boston Home’s Cyber Café, a collection of 
computers allows residents to surf the web, download 
pictures from their cameras, and e-mail their loved 
ones. The computers have multiple ways of being 
operated, ranging from a touchpad ball and mouse 
system to a complete voice recognition operation. 
Microphones allow the residents to do everything 
from turn on the computer – “Wake up” – to dictating 
messages to their family and friends. Some comput-
ers are also used in speech therapy with residents, 
speaking out the words they type into it. 

Certainly the Boston Home has come a long way 
since Cordelia Harmon, a nurse at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, opened the Home for Incurables 
in 1881. Harmon saw a need in the community to 
treat those who wouldn’t ever get better, and over 
the past 125 years there have been changes, but 
the values have remained the same for those now 
running it. 

“We want them to see this as their home,” says 
Serotkin. “Our name is really fitting, we are a com-
munity. Our goal is for the residents to see that… 
it’s developing a life that has meaning.”

The home runs programs of spiritual wellbeing and 
has a non-denominational chapel and altar where 
people discuss topics on a spectrum from death 
and dying, to childhood memories, to yoga. Artists, 
musicians and lectures are a common occurrence 

in their function rooms as well. And there are also 
planned outings to places like Fenway Park and the 
Museum of Fine Arts, always accompanied by the 
dedicated staff and volunteers.

That work, however, is not free from the constant 
tangle of red tape, and The Boston Home experiences 
its fair share of funding and payment problems 
dealing with Massachusetts Medicaid. 

“Our residents have exhausted their personal 
resources so they are largely covered by Medicaid,” 
Serotkin explains. “But Medicaid just isn’t doing 
enough. It’s a big, important problem that Medicaid 
formulas just don’t address, and we have received 
a lot of support from the legislatures but we need 
to go back and explain again why this is such a 
unique population.”

The estimate is that it costs about $300 a day for 
each resident at the Boston Home – that’s about 
$28,000 a day for the whole facility – and while Med-
icaid covers 70 percent of those expenses, the home 
still has to struggle to make their efforts fit in the 
rest of their programs. That is where administrators 
come in, such as Rawls, who was hired two years ago 
to head the home’s fundraising measures. Recently 
they held a large fundraiser at UMass-Boston to 
celebrate their 125th Anniversary featuring local 
starts Liz Walker and Livingston Taylor. To Rawls, 
Dorchester is a huge community resource and she 
wants to reinvigorate the connections. 

“We kept it in Dorchester because there is such a 
strong connection, even if it is sometimes a mystery 
what we do,” Rawls says of their big celebration. “We 
always welcome visitors. A lot of people probably 
don’t understand but when they come see this place 
it really changes that.” 

The Massachusetts population includes 13,000 
residents who suffer from some form of Multiple 
Sclerosis, and the small portion of that population 
that the Boston Home helps consider themselves 
some of the better off. The beautiful sprawling 
campus and outdoor grounds, the technologically 
advanced systems, the caring help, all of it makes 
the lives of 96 individuals a little better, a little 
more normal. Even if they can’t drink their morning 
coffee without a little help, at least they can get out 
of their beds and have a conversation with someone 
over the morning paper.

For 125 years, disabled find ‘home’ on Dorchester Ave.
(Continued from page 1)


